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GUIDE TO USING THESE STUDIES
These studies can be used by a great variety of groups of all ages and levels of 
maturity. To get the most out of these studies, it will help if you understand their 
format and how to use the flexibility they offer.

The Study Format

The studies have five sections.

• The first section is entitled “I” Exercises. These questions are designed to 
motivate people and help them to focus on the theme of the study. The 
questions should get people talking - after all everyone can talk about 
themselves. But be careful - it is easy to spend too much time in this section.

• The second section, At First Glance, gives people a basic understanding of the 
passage. The comprehension style questions, the comments and explanations 
should help people grasp the ideas being presented and to help them 
understand any difficult words and concepts.

• The next section, A Closer Look at the Issues, takes people a step further. The 
questions provoke group members to think more deeply about the issues and 
to understand how they are developed elsewhere in the Bible.

• Looking at Me is in many ways the most important section of each study. In 
this section, we encourage people to think carefully and honestly about the 
application of the passage and to challenge them to ‘do business with God’.

• Each study ends with some Curly Questions. These are often contentious 
questions and deliberately so! They should get your group talking, thinking and 
applying the passage even further.

As you can see, the movement in each study is from the big picture to the smaller 
details. This structure enhances understanding, and as we shall see, gives a lot of 
flexibility.

Being Flexible

It is important to recognise two things. First, the aim is not to do all the questions, 
indeed very few groups will. Second, as you move through the study, notice that 
the questions become deeper, more open-ended and more difficult. These factors 
give you flexibility.



OVERVIEW
According to the Bible, generosity is so much more than being generous with 
money. Generosity is a life of giving to others rather than taking for ourselves. The 
source of radical generosity is a gospel-transformed heart that has received the 
costly grace of God.

What is gospel driven generosity? It’s a theme that is pervasive throughout 
Scripture, but which we so often reduce to a legalistic requirement or an obligatory 
task of giving money to the Church. We hope this series will help you consider the 
different aspects of generosity as a joyful response to Gods grace towards us.

We will explore generosity in five key currencies:

• Emotional involvement with other people

• Welcoming others into our physical spaces

• Building relationships with strangers

• Using our time to help others in their need

• Giving our financial resources for the benefit of others

Mark McDonald
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GENEROSITY AND GOD’S GRACE
Luke 18:9-17

God accepts those who humbly receive his mercy, not those who believe they 
can earn it. From this distinct paradigm we receive the theological foundation for 
generous living. To the extent we are humbled by our unworthiness as recipients of 
Gods grace will we be agents of life giving, generous grace to those around us.

‘I’ Exercises

• Can you think of someone who exhibits generosity?

• What are the signs of a lack of generosity in each of the five key currencies? 
(Emotional involvement, hospitality, relationships with strangers, service to 
others and financial resources)

At First Glance

• Jesus describes two men who went up to the temple to pray. What do the two 
have in common? How do they differ?

• What do their prayers tell us about their views of God and what they believe is 
acceptable to him?

• What do the Pharisee (v11) and Jesus’ disciples (v15) have in common? How 
do they regard others of lower status?

A Closer look at the issues

• At the time of Jesus, children were not considered full members of society. 
What statement are the disciples making by turning the children away? What is 
Jesus saying about the Kingdom of God by welcoming them?

• What are some of the ways that people in our community try to earn status in 
the community? Do we fall into the same behaviours and temptations?

• How does the teaching of Jesus about radical Grace speak to people of our 
time?



Looking at Me

• What are the areas where you struggle to exhibit radical generosity? Hint: look 
at the five key currencies.

• How does the experience of God’s graciousness and generosity to us through 
Jesus, motivate us for good deeds?

Curly Questions

• What parts of our church practice would outsiders think are like the Pharisee’s 
behaviour in this parable?

• Who in our society are being turned away or cast out? Who are the people 
with lower status and how can our church welcome them?

Sermon Notes

In the parables of Luke’s Gospel we often hear about a pillar of society contrasted 
with a lowly figure despised by other people. Yet Luke often says that it the lowly 
person that is saved, or made righteous, why is this so?

• The sign of a lack of generosity is looking down on others.

• The mark of radical generosity is the attitude of heart.

• The key to radical generosity is becoming Christ like.

The atoning sacrifice of Jesus is an example of costly grace. Jesus is the only one 
who can be the high priest that represents us to the Father.
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GENEROSITY, HOSPITALITY 
AND RELATIONSHIPS
Luke 14:12-24

In Christ, we receive forgiveness for sins, which enables us to be generous in 
our relationships and forgive others without limit. We are welcomed into God’s 
Kingdom and likewise extend hospitality to others without expecting repayment.

‘I’ Exercises

• Share a time when you were invited to a lavish feast, a banquet or celebration.

• Share a time when you experienced radical generosity in one of the five key 
currencies? (Emotional involvement, hospitality, relationships with strangers, 
service to others and financial resources)

At First Glance

• In verses 18-20 the first group of guests all withdraw from the banquet, how 
would you describe this group of guests? How does this group relate to the 
group mentioned in verse 12.

• In verse 21 and verse 23 there are two other groups brought into the banquet, 
how would you describe these groups of people? See verse 13.

• Read verse 14, why does Jesus call us to show hospitality to those who cannot 
repay us?

A Closer look at the issues

• What does this parable teach us about the Kingdom of God?

• Read Isaiah 25:6-9, what do these stories of feasting teach us about the 
generosity of God?

• Read Luke 17:3-4. This passage calls us to rebuke those who sin and forgive 
those who repent. How does this relate to the first group in our parable who 
don’t show up for the banquet?

• In you were to retell this parable using images from our society, what does this 
style of hospitality look like in our society today?



Looking at Me

• The owner of the house in the parable became angry, who are the people 
that you are angry with? How can you work towards restoring the relationship?

• Which one of the five key currencies does this parable challenge you to show 
more radical generosity? (Emotional involvement, hospitality, relationships with 
strangers, service to others and financial resources)

Curly Questions

• At a dinner party the host often serves everyone the same menu. Do we come 
to church seeking our own preferences or do we see church as a feast for 
everyone?

• Do people see the Church as hosting a feast for a select group or is the Church 
a celebration where everyone in welcome?

Sermon Notes

Gospel hospitality involves several things:

• Welcoming people into your living spaces and refreshing them with the normal 
resources that you refresh yourself. It doesn’t mean waiting for extra resources 
to host others, but sharing your resources with others instead of yourself.

• It is an attitude of the heart not just about a well decorated physical space or 
a standard of catering.

• It means treating strangers as family and welcoming people who are different 
to you.

• It means engaging with the local people, your neighbours, your work 
colleagues, your school community. Gospel hospitality is not about gathering 
like-minded people from across the city.

• It means inviting other Christians into your home and doing life together not just 
meeting them at church.
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GENEROSITY AND MINISTRY
Luke 9:49-10:2

Jesus called his disciples to follow him, he then sent the 72 out on mission in pairs. 
Jesus gave up his life so that we make have life. The Holy Spirit empowers us to give 
all of ourselves in service to Jesus and to others.

‘I’ Exercises

• In this passage Jesus clears up some misconceptions about following him as a 
disciple. What are the misconceptions that you hear about followers of Jesus?

• This week as we look at serving in ministry, what was the first ministry area or 
ministry team that you learnt to serve in?

At First Glance

• Luke 9:49-50 corrects a misconception about who can serve God, what do 
these verses teach us?

• The disciples desire to call down fire is an Old Testament image of God’s 
judgement based on 2 Kings 1:12. Do the disciples of Jesus have a right to 
call down judgement on the Samaritan town? What does Jesus do or say in 
response?

• The first man’s commitment to follow Jesus was too fast because he haven’t 
thought through the implications of following Jesus, what are the implications? 
See Luke 9:58

• The other characters in the passage are called to follow Jesus but their 
response is too slow, see verse 9:59 & 9:61. What is wrong with these responses 
to the call to follow Jesus?

A Closer look at the issues

• In the time of Jesus it was thought that there were 72 nations, therefore 72 
represents all the people of the world. What does the sending of 72 in Luke 
10:1-17 teach us about the Good News of Jesus?

• What does the example of Jesus in Luke 22:42 show us about how we should 
respond to God’s call to serve?



Looking at Me

• What are some misconceptions about following Jesus that you have worked 
through? What misconceptions do you still have to remove from your thinking?

• We can sometimes think of mission as something done overseas by missionaries. 
What are the ways you can engage in mission in your own community? 
Hint: start with the five key currencies (Emotional involvement, hospitality, 
relationships with strangers, service to others and financial resources)

Curly Questions

• In this passage, Jesus is harsh with those who don’t take up the call to follow 
him. How should we respond who don’t accept our invitation to hear the 
gospel?

• The bible says that Christians are not to be consumers of ministry, rather than 
are to be the providers of ministry. Who are you providing ministry or consuming 
ministry?

Sermon Notes

• Technically you can be generous with your money but not be generous your 
time, talent and gifts.

• Radical generosity is based on the grace of God, which makes us focus on 
others rather than ourselves.

• The sending out of disciples by Jesus is so universal that nobody is called by 
Jesus to stay put. We are called and sent out to share not just our skills and 
talents, but also our experiences, our losses, our suffering, our weakness.

• This becomes a discipleship issue for us. We are made by God for the good 
works he has prepared for us (Ephesians 2).

• The mission of Jesus doesn’t allow us to place Jesus in a long list of priorities. 
Jesus is not an assistant that we call on when you need stuff and forget when 
life is good. You don’t have the Creator of the universe as your assistant; we are 
the ones who participate as assistants in the Kingdom of God.
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