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OVERVIEW

The integrity of the upright guides them, 
but the unfaithful are destroyed by their duplicity. 

Proverbs 11:3

Integrity is sometimes understood to simply refer to a persons honesty or truthfulness, 
but integrity really is a more complex notion than that. It is from the Latin integritas 
or integer, meaning ‘whole’ or ‘complete’ or ‘uncorrupted’. A person for whom the 
word integrity is an appropriate description is the person whose outward life and 
behavior is consistent with their internal values, beliefs and thoughts. Hence the idea 
of integrity as ‘being true to yourself’.

For example, a person who values being charitable and who consequently acts with 
generosity towards others (such as perhaps giving money to a homeless person) is 
a person who demonstrates integrity in this area of their life. There is a direct causal 
relationship between their thinking (it is right to care for others) and their actions 
(giving money to the homeless). 

A person who has integrity is trustworthy and reliable - they can be relied upon to 
act in accordance with their internal compass. Their word can be trusted. When 
they say they will do something, they do it - they follow through. That is why a 
person of integrity is considered valuable - whether that is in the workplace, the 
school yard, the Church or in the context of our personal relationships. Most of us 
want to act with integrity most of the time, but often we fail. Sometimes we fail 
spectacularly, but the more common failures are small and incremental - a slow 
and steady accommodation to our secular, atheistic culture which values greatness 
over goodness, smartness over maturity, and self-gratification over self-denial. As 
someone once said : “You do not wake up one morning a bad person. It happens 
by a thousand tiny surrenders of self-respect to self-interest.”1 

God has righteous integrity and his people are constantly urged in scripture to have 
it too. Integrity means we talk the talk and walk the walk of the life of faith, it means 
our lives bear the fruit of the spirit of God within us. Even when this means potential 
rejection by our unbelieving friends, family and colleagues. Even when it puts us at 
odds with our surrounding culture.



Integrity is a big theme in the book of Daniel. Daniel was a prophet who lived 600 
years before Christ. As a young man, he was one of thousands of Israelites who were 
taken captive into Babylon and then he was singled out for his potential, selected 
and trained to work for the Babylonian King. He was an Israelite who found himself 
literally transplanted into a culture that was alien to him and at odds with his faith. 
They even wanted him to change his name. 

Daniel has many lessons for us – he shows us by example how to live a godly life of 
integrity when we are under pressure to do otherwise by our surrounding culture. The 
greatest pressure for Daniel was for him to worship the Babylonian gods and king. 
At times, the pressure upon him to cave into this became life-threatening. Daniel 
managed to act with integrity as God’s person and to act in ways that contributed 
to the welfare of the city he lived in. We have much to learn from him.

There are other themes in Daniel, including the grace of God. The book is an 
encouraging testament to God’s sustaining, providential grace to Daniel and to his 
people. It gives us confidence in God’s provision and Daniels great prayers are ones 
we can adopt as our own.

May these studies help you to keep your outward behavior in step with the godly 
spirit within you.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those 
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 
Galatians 5:22-25

Tracy Lauersen 
Senior Associate Vicar
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WHEN YOU FIND YOURSELF 
IN BABYLON
Daniel 1:1-21

Daniel is set in the 6th Century BC. The Babylonians conquered Jerusalem and 
took captive thousands of Israelites. From among these, they handpicked young 
members of Israel’s and nobility for work in their civil service. Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael and Azariah were four such young people. Chapter One describes some 
of the initial challenges that faced these four as they tried to continue to live by 
their Jewish beliefs in an alien culture. Their situation raises questions about what it 
means to live with integrity as a person of faith in a culture of difference and also 
whether people of faith should engage in their surrounding culture at all.

Read Daniel chapter 1

Introduction

• At school, uni or at work, have you ever been in a situation where you felt 
compromised as a Christian because of a clash between your Christian values 
and the expectations of your context?

The basics 

• Who are the main characters we read about in Daniel Chapter 1 and what are 
their motives?

• Daniel feels compromised by eating the Palace food. For background on 
why Daniel rejected the King’s Diet, see Leviticus 3:17; 20:24-26. Note the 
importance of being “set apart” by this different diet.

• What was the result of Daniel’s request to eat a Jewish diet?



Looking for the deeper meaning

• Was Daniel too legalistic? Should he have set himself apart in this way?

• Imagine for a moment that Daniel and his friends could have declined the 
invitation to be in Nebuchadnezzar’s civil service and lived a secluded and 
faithful life away from the royal court. Should they have chosen this option? 
Why/why not?

Applying this to our lives

• To what extent do you think Christians should participate in secular society? 
Explain your reasons (you may like to read Jeremiah 29:4-8, noting that Daniel 
would probably have read Jeremiah’s letter).

• What opportunities do you personally have to participate in and contribute to 
our society or community?

• What are the areas of pressure for Christians living and working in secular 
society? Give examples from your own experience.

• How does the notion of integrity play into the choices you make as a Christian 
in secular society?

• What power do you think your personal integrity has to influence society? 

Something to ponder

• Its interesting to note the last verse of chapter 1: “And Daniel remained there 
until the first year of King Cyrus”. Faithful Daniel outlasted the Babylonians!

Spend time in prayer

• Give thanks for the opportunity to be Jesus’ disciples, even (or especially!) in 
contexts such as our workplaces, our schools and unis.

• Pray for strength to be faithful to God in those situations.

• Pray for Christians who are influential in the public space such as politicians, 
business and education leaders, and government policy leaders. 
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DANIEL INTERPRETS A DREAM
Daniel 2:25-49

Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar has a troubling dream. He can’t forget it. He 
wants to know its meaning. He calls his Babylonian astrologers to explain it. They 
can’t, and in his anger and frustration he commands the execution of all the so-
called ’ wise men’ of Babylon. Daniel and his friends face execution along with 
the others. Daniel gains a bit of time, he prays, he gets his friends to pray and God 
reveals both the dream and its meaning to Daniel. Daniel explains the dream to 
Nebuchadnezzar – its about the rise and fall of kingdoms and an ultimate enduring 
kingdom in the future. After this the King praises Daniel’s God and promotes Daniel 
as a provincial leader and leader over all the wise men of Babylon.

Read the text: Daniel 2:1-5, 17-49

Introduction

• Identify and list the most significant governments/regimes on a global and 
local scale today. How much have these changed in the last 20 years?

The basics 

• Daniel is caught in a difficult situation. How does he respond?

• How does God help Daniel?

• Summarise the dream. Have a look at the diagram at the back of the book 
(page 26), that provides a possible explanation and chronology for the 
kingdoms referred to in the dream.

Looking for the deeper meaning

• God reveals the dream and its meaning to Daniel. God could have 
miraculously saved Daniel by sending him away from Babylon or by bringing 
about the Kings death. Why do you think God’s ‘help’ instead took the form of 
revelation and interpretation of the dream? 

• What does the dream’s meaning teach us about God?

• Is any part of the dream yet to be fulfilled?



Applying this to our lives

• What are some examples of crisis or perils that Christians face today? What 
can we learn from Daniel’s response about how believers should respond to a 
crisis?

• The dream is about the rise and fall of kingdoms/regimes/rulers. How does the 
dream’s meaning affect us today?

• A few years ago Egyptian Christians sent a message to their western brothers 
and sisters, saying ‘don’t pray for us, pray with us. If you pray for us, you’ll pray 
for the wrong things, so pray with us instead’. At the time they were facing 
persecution, but the thing they were praying for was not deliverance, but 
for the conversion of multitudes of Muslims to saving faith in Jesus (they were 
praying over Isaiah 19:21)

So the LORD will make himself known to the Egyptians, and in that day 
they will acknowledge the LORD. They will worship with sacrifices and 
grain offerings; they will make vows to the LORD and keep them.2 

Christians often simply pray for rescue, but the Egyptian Christians prayed that 
they could do the work of mission. Daniel prayed that he could interpret the 
dream for the King. How can the example of the Egyptian believers above 
and the example of Daniel direct the type of prayers we pray for ourselves and 
others?

Something to ponder

• Daniel was a serious pray-er. We see that here in chapter 2, also in Daniel 6:10, 
9:4, and in chapter 10:2 we read about Daniel fasting and praying. It is worth 
pondering how much you think Daniel’s prayer life might explain his excellent 
response to crisis, his regard for God and God’s regard for him (we read in 
10:19 “Do not be afraid, you who are highly esteemed”).

Spend time in prayer

• Pray for the nations and their powers and for the kingdom of Heaven to 
come. Pray also for God’s help with any difficult situation you are facing at the 
moment.
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WHEN MOST PEOPLE ARE 
WORSHIPING A DIFFERENT 
GOD TO YOURS
Daniel 3:1-18

Nebuchadnezzar was a powerful yet fickle King – a dangerous combination! In 
this chapter we read about him building a lasting monument (whether to glorify 
himself or his kingdom we can’t be sure) and calling on everyone to come to the 
party and worship it. Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego refuse to worship the 
statue and feel the deadly wrath of the King as a result. They are thrown into a fiery 
furnace. Their courage and integrity under fire is a remarkable encouragement to 
Christians today.

Read the text: Daniel 3:1-18

The basics

• Go over the account, summarising the events and highlighting elements that 
jumped off the page as you read them.

Looking for the deeper meaning

• No doubt Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego could have acted differently 
and justified simply going along with the crowds. After all, everyone knew it 
was just a statue! And if they died, they’d lose their influence in the Babylonian 
government. God knew their heart. Surely their lives were more important than 
this single situation. Why do you think they decided to refuse to worship the 
statue?

• Perhaps no one has ever pressured you to worship a statue, nor to worship 
Mohammad, or Buddha or another religious god, however if you’ve grown up 
in our western culture, you’ve likely faced repeated pressures to highly value 
(or to worship) secular ‘gods’, such as science and wealth. Make a list of all the 
highly valued ‘gods’ of our secular culture.

• Unpack Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego’s response to the King in verse 
16-18. Where do you see their courage, their fear, their humility?

• What was achieved by their actions?



Applying this to our lives

• Where does your faith in Jesus and your Christian ‘ways’ make you stand apart 
from your friends, colleagues, family or broader culture?

• Every culture exerts pressure at times for those with a minority view to conform. 
We all live in the midst of cultural pressures. In what areas of your life is your 
wholehearted worship of God tested? 

• Unpack the following statement and discuss how it might help you decide how 
to act in areas where you are pressured to conform:

Christians need to consider cultural pressures and challenges in the 
light of God’s sovereignty, power and plan.

• Plenty of Christians have died as martyrs. God doesn’t always perform a 
miracle of deliverance. Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego knew that as 
well. Perhaps they were praying the words of Isaiah 43:1-2:

 But now, this is what the LORD says—
  he who created you, Jacob,
  he who formed you, Israel
 “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
  I have summoned you by name; you are mine.
 When you pass through the waters,
  I will be with you,
 and when you pass through the rivers,
  they will not sweep over you.
 When you walk through the fire,
  you will not be burned
  the flames will not set you ablaze.

Jesus likewise encouraged his disciples not to worry (Matt 6:31-33), to prioritise 
the Kingdom of Heaven in their lives and to know this truth:

In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world. (John 16:33)

How do you think these words of Jesus can help you to find courage when you 
face a pressure to conform which you consider ungodly? 
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Something to ponder

• Anglican Bishops Hugh Latimer and Nicholas Ridley and the then Archbishop 
of Canterbury: Thomas Cranmer were persecuted, tried for heresy and burnt 
at the stake in 1500’s England. They were martyred for being protestants. They 
took a stand for the gospel teachings about Jesus Christ, for the reform of the 
Catholic Church, for things like the translation of the Bible into common English 
for the masses. They believed these were needed for the welfare of souls. They 
argued against the spiritual supremacy of the Pope. They were significant 
Church leaders, public figures who were given the opportunity to recant their 
views and recommit to the Catholic Church. They were willing to die rather 
than to do this. Unlike Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego’s fiery ordeal, in 
this instance God did not save them from the fiery stakes. Latimer’s famous last 
words to Ridley were “Be of good cheer, Master Ridley, and play the man, for 
we shall this day light such a candle in England as I trust by God’s grace shall 
never be put out”. His words came true.

Spend time in prayer

• Thank God for the example of Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego , asking 
God about your own situation and also praying for our brothers and sisters who 
live in nations where being and living as a Christian does result in certain and 
severe persecution.



WHEN INTEGRITY MEANS 
SPEAKING TRUTH TO POWER
Daniel 4-5

Background: Chapter 4 & 5 really do go together. Chapter 4 is an account 
of proud King Nebuchadnezzar’s humbling and chapter 5 is about one of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s successors – it’s an account of the blasphemous Belshazzars 
humbling. Although there are broad similarities, there are many points of contrast 
between the two, and the main lessons lie for us in comparing them. In Chapter 
5, we find that Nebuchadnezzar has passed away and now King Belshazzar is on 
the throne. Daniel, who must have been about 75 years old at this stage and is 
still faithfully available for service, is called by the King to explain some mysterious 
writing that appears on a wall at a royal feast. Daniel highlights the sinfulness of 
Belshazzar and describes the end of the Babylonian kingdom. The date is about 
539BC. The very night of this feast, the Persians take over the kingdom.

And those who walk in pride he is able to humble
(Daniel 4:37)

Read Daniel 4 & 5

The basics 

• Fill in the table on the following page comparing the account of 
Nebuchadnezzars humbling (chapter 4) and that of Belshazar (chapter 5)
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Nebuchadnezzar (Chapter 4) Belshazzar (chapter 5)
What were his offence/s? What were his offence/s?

How did Daniel respond? How did Daniel respond?

What was Gods action? What was Gods action?

How is Nebuchadnezzar different to 
Belshazzar?

How is Belshazzar different to 
Nebuchadnezzar?

Looking for the deeper meaning

• “It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:3). 
What do we learn about God through his response to Belshazzar?

• How can we explain why God dealt quite differently with both the leaders?

• How can we account for Daniel’s quite different responses to both of them? 
(might his three times daily prayers over 50 or more years have played a role?)



Applying this to our lives

• What do we learn about God in these narratives? Not just in terms of 
judgement, but also God’s role in the rise and fall of empires and leaders?

• What do we learn about people in these narratives?

• What are the ways in which God the Father and Jesus the Son are mocked 
and blasphemed today? Where do we see a refusal to honour God today in 
our society?

• Sometimes our role may be to quietly keep on with our work and faithful 
presence in the world (as Daniel did most of the time), but occasionally we 
may need to call out or protest a blasphemy or warn someone about the 
judgement they are traveling towards. How will we be able to tell when to 
respond in which way?

Something to ponder

• “At any time the secular state, within and under which we have to live and 
work and carry on our Christian mission, may become a Nebuchadnezzar or a 
Belshazzar. Our task is to get on with the job God has given us to do but to be 
ready at any time with the word of witness, with pastoral warning or prophetic 
protest, undergirded by constant prayer. And we must be prepared to be 
treated to extremes. Belshazzar’s response (civic honours and high praise) 
is unlikely to be repeated. The lions den of Daniel 6 seems more probable in 
todays world or, most often of all in our wearily cynical society, we are likely 
simply to be paralysed by waves of hostile, suffocating apathy.” Christopher 
J.H. Wright 3

Spend time in prayer, 

• Ask for a deeper prayer life and the guidance of the Holy Spirit as to how we 
should respond to situations of blasphemy and the refusal to honour God.
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INTEGRITY KEEPS THE 
WINDOW OPEN
Daniel 6

Read Daniel 6

The basics

• How old might Daniel be? (refer Daniel 5:11)

• Speculate about why Daniel was despised by the administrators and satraps. 
Why couldn’t they simply tolerate him?

• What does Daniel take a stand over? Would you have done the same?

Looking for the deeper meaning

• What is it about Christianity that continues to attract opposition? Why is society 
so intolerant of Christians?



Applying this to our lives

• We supposedly live in an era of tolerance, yet the definition of tolerance has 
changed.

The Cambridge Dictionary defines tolerance as:

willingness to accept behaviour and beliefs that are different from your 
own, although you might not agree with or approve of them. 4

Oxford Professor John Lennox suggests that a new definition of tolerance has 
arisen. He calls this the ‘new tolerance.’ He writes:

The new tolerance, however, is completely different. It seizes on the 
idea of offence and holds that I must never offend anyone else by 
expressing disapproval of any aspect of his or her behaviour or ideas. 
The new tolerance disapproves of all absolutes except this one: you will 
be tolerant of everyone else’s view. You must, however, be intolerant 
of intolerance. This means that criticism is forbidden, and must be 
replaced by unrestrained affirmation and praise, or silence. The new 
tolerance is intolerant of the old, and indeed negates it. To put it 
another way: the old tolerance accepted the existence of other views 
while disagreeing with them; the new tolerance insists on accepting 
the views themselves and not merely their existence. 5

In Daniel’s, day, the Administrators and satraps used legislation (The King’s 
edict) as a tool of intolerance regarding Daniel’s belief in the one true and 
living God. In Victoria, Australia we have the Racial and Religious Tolerance 
Act 2001. How might it and/or ‘the court of public opinion’ be used to 
marginalise or mute the voice of Christians today?

• In the face of society’s opposition, Christians can remain silent or they can 
speak up about their beliefs. It is hard to know which to do in certain contexts 
like the workplace or school quadrangle, and fear can be a powerful 
deterrent to our witness. How might the following scriptures advise you?

Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with 
blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. (1 
Peter 3:9)

Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you 
should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; 
do not be frightened.” But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always 
be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give 
the reason for the hope that you have. But do this witwh gentleness 
and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak 
maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of 
their slander. For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good 
than for doing evil. (1 Peter 3:13-17)
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• Defiant Daniel not only continued to pray to his living God, he kept the window 
open for others to see his devotion. What might be a contemporary example 
of such defiant witness? What is an example of how integrity might require you 
to ‘keep the window open’ in your current context?

Something to ponder

• Sometimes God steps in and averts a disaster for the witnessing Christian as 
he did for Daniel in the Lions den, but sometimes he doesn’t. In this life we 
can’t know whether he will or won’t, just as Daniel didn’t know either. Even 
though we can’t know the consequences for us when we make a stand 
for Jesus or speak up about our beliefs, the certain end of history can build 
our confidence. Read the great vindication at the end of Chapter 6. King 
Darius who proclaimed himself worthy of exclusive worship turns around and 
proclaims the sovereignty of Daniel’s God! At the end of history, Jesus Christ will 
be vindicated as Saviour and Lord. 

Spend time in prayer

• Allow the following verses from Philippians 2 to inspire your prayers.

God exalted him to the highest place 
  and gave him the name that is above every name,
  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
  to the glory of God the Father. 

Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed - not only in my 
presence, but now much more in my absence - continue to work out 
your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to 
will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose



INTEGRITY WITHIN THE 
CHAOS OF HISTORY
Daniel 7-9

Skim through Daniel 7-9, but read out loud Daniel 7:1-14

Whereas in Chapter 2 we read about Nebuchadnezzar’s vision of a statue of 
four different parts representing four empires that would rule, here Daniel himself 
has a vision of four great beasts that come up out of the sea. He finds the vision 
thoroughly depressing, even though the end of the vision is a positive one.

The Basics

• What are the four beasts that Daniel sees in his vision?

• Where do they come from?

• Are they victorious in the end?
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Looking for the deeper meaning

• If the four beasts refer to the same succession of empires as the Statue vision in 
chapter 2, then they may refer to 

 i. The Babylonian empire

 ii. The Medo-Persian empire

 iii. The Greek empire

 iv. The Roman empire.

The little horn (v8) may be some anti-Christian persecutor arising during the 
Roman empire (the Apostle Paul perhaps thought this - see 2 Thess 2:3-9).

The ten horns may represent future kings and rulers that come after the Roman 
empire. Throughout history, suggestions have been made that they may 
variously represent for example: the kingdoms set up by Napoleon, or the 
members of the European union (at one point there were going to be ten of 
them). Another interpretation of the four empires ends with the Greek empire 
and suggests the ten horns were a mixture of later Ptolemaic and Seleucid 
kings.

They do seem to represent empires and rulers, but we can’t know with any 
degree of certainty their exact identity. Therefore lets try to identify their 
characteristics rather than their names. What kinds of motives and modus-
operandi can you extract from the vision about the empires and rulers that 
might be represented by the beasts and horns?

For example, the first beast is like a lion. There are other lions in the book of 
Daniel and they are hungry, prowling, fear inducing animals. So perhaps this 
is describing an empire characterised by its strength and the way it uses it 
to destroy or devour others less powerful. Go on and use the table on the 
next page to describe each one, and have a stab at naming a possible real 
empire or ruler that one or more of them represent (don’t spend more than five 
minutes on this).



Beast (or horn) and its 
characteristics

What empire (past or present) 
displays these characteristics

Daniel doesn’t try to understand every one of them, but he thinks deeply about 
the fourth and most terrifying one (verses 19-25). Taking his cue, perhaps we 
too can take more of a helicopter view of these beasts and horns, seeing them 
as representing the tendencies of so many political movements, of so many 
tyrants and so many leaders throughout history.

• In the end, one like a “son of man” has everlasting dominion (verse 13). And 
along with this son of man, the holy people are involved in ruling (verse 25-27). 
These holy people are identified with the Son of man. Why then is Daniel not 
encouraged by this, but instead remains ‘deeply troubled’? (verse 28).
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Applying this to our lives

• Jesus referred to these events Read Matthew 24:4-30 and he identified himself 
as ‘Son of Man’. John 12:31 and Col 2:15 proclaim that Jesus has had the 
victory over the prince of this world and he has disarmed the powers and 
authorities, making a public spectacle of them and triumphing by the Cross. 
Sometimes we see Christians praying for a person or situation and ‘claiming 
victory now in Jesus name’ over a situation or an illness. Is this a legitimate thing 
to do as a Christian? Is evil out already or is it simply on its way out?

• When is it time to ‘watch and pray’, and to simply ‘mourn’ (Matt 5:4)?

• Sometimes the awful power struggles we see in the world at large are mirrored 
within the church. (eg. I follow Paul, others follow Apollos). Sometimes Christians 
can be lions to each other. What perspective does Daniel 7 give to us about 
such situations?

Spend some time in prayer

• Pray for the world powers, for the victory of Jesus Christ and for one another 
to live with realism and integrity as Christians in our very broken and chaotic 
world.



INTEGRITY PERSEVERES
Daniel 12:1-13

• Are you familiar with the slogan “Keep calm and carry on”? Share what you 
think it means and why it sells so many tea towels, postcards and coffee mugs.

Read Daniel 12:1-13

The Basics

• This is a stunning chapter to finish off the book of Daniel. Summarise its main 
movements/themes.

• What words or sentences jump off the page and grab you?

Looking for the deeper meaning

• What do you think is the purpose of Chapter 12?

• Reflecting backwards on the whole book of Daniel, Where do you see the 
interplay between human choices and Divine sovereignty, between suffering 
and glory, between fear and action?

• Why is Daniel repeatedly told “Go your way, Daniel” and what does the phrase 
mean (verse 9,13)?
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Applying this to our lives

• A scholar has said that literature like Daniel (its called Apocalyptic literature) 
is produced by oppressed people groups and has the main goal of comfort 
rather than just predicting events. Daniel does end on a deeply reassuring 
note. Netflix and other subscription TV and movie channels have a lot of 
apocalyptic movies/series at the moment (eg. The 100, the Handmaids Tale, 
The Road, The Hunger games). Instead of being reassuring, these tend to be 
quite dystopian (denoting an imagined future in which everything is unpleasant 
or bad, typically a totalitarian or environmentally degraded one). How do 
these different end points when speculating about the future speak to the 
different perspective of the Christian to that our broader culture?

• Given the positive ending we anticipate and the hope in Christ that Christians 
possess, what does it mean for us to “go our way”?

• Daniel went about his way, serving God in an often hostile and alien culture 
for his whole lifetime. He served the government and helped them to prosper 
(Jeremiah 29:1-7) He didn’t try to escape from his context, nor did he cave in 
and accommodate to the culture every time. He believed in the one true God 
and this belief was visible on the outside of his life too, sometimes leading to 
some scary moments. He defines and models integrity for the believer. What 
decision or action, what goal or commitment might you be able to make as a 
believer that would demonstrate integrity in your particular context?

Spend some time in prayer

• Pray about your hope in Christ and for a persevering Christian integrity in the 
face of the troubles of this world. Pray that your life might be a contemporary 
version of Daniel’s.

• Pray for our persecuted brothers and sisters who need to be reassured about 
future glory and rest. 
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Endnotes

1 Author Robert Braul

2 Read more at https://www.opendoors.org.au/persecuted-christians/blog/
please-dont-pray-for-us-please-pray-with-us/

3 Christopher J.H.Wright, Hearing the Message of Daniel. Zondervan: Michican: 
2017, page 123.

4 https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/tolerance

5 John C Lennox: Against the Flow:The inspiration of Daniel in an age of 
relativism. Monarch Books, Grand Rapids: 2015, p218.
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