
 
 
 
 

 
Spiritual gifts in the Church: St Hilary’s Series 

1 Corinthians 11-16 Series - Term 2 2017 
Connect group options 

 
For the term two there are three options for Connect Group 
material.  Please choose one of the following options: 

 
Option One - Spiritual Gifts assessment and reflection 
Choose this option if you want to spend this season of your Connect group 
focusing on the individuals within your group.  How has God blessed each 
person with unique gifts?  What are these unique gifts?  How do these unique 
gifts build the church? 
Method: 
● Each person should take a spiritual gift assessment provided and 

prepare a reflection to share at one of the Connect group meetings. 
● Each time that the group meets one or two people should take turns of 

unpacking their spiritual gifts assessment and share their reflections 
answering the following questions: 

o What did I learnt from taking the assessment? 
o Are the results what I expected? What is different? 
o How has my Christian upbringing influenced my gifts? 
o Which area of church service do I enjoy that others find difficult?  

Flip it, what areas of church service do you find hard that others 
seem to enjoy? 

o What gifts and talents can I offer to my church community? 
o What other area of life is God using me to build up the kingdom?  

Work, university, sporting group, community etc. 
● Allow time for people to ask questions of the person sharing their 

reflection, remember that this is meant to build up the person not to 
make them question their gifting. 

● Finish the session with a time of affirmation; give each person in your 
group time to say one positive affirmation of the person/people who 
shared his or her reflection. 

 
  



 
Option 2 -Connect Group missional activity discernment 
Choose this option if you want a season with your Connect Group to gain 
greater clarity on your missional activity.  How has God blessed you as a 
Connect group to be a blessing to others?  How is your Connect Group 
“building the body of Christ” through your missional activity? 
Method: 

1. Session 1 – in his letter to the church in Corinth, Paul is encouraging 
the people to be a church with order.  The church should have 
order rather than be chaotic.  As a Connect Group spend the 
session discussing the group dynamic of your Connect Group.   

a. What style of leadership do you have?   
b. How do you make everyone feel included?   
c. What is the DNA or core style of this Connect Group?   
d. How does your Connect Group flow out of the mission and 

vision of the St Hilary’s Network? 
2. Session 2 – The city of Corinth was a new city where people were 

seeking status through their wealth and influential connections.  In 
his letter Paul encourages Christians to be different to the non-
christians in Corinth.  In order that we might be different we must 
understand the world we live in.  As a Connect Group spend the 
time discussing the context we live in.   

a. What are the status symbols of our area?   
b. What are the felt needs and desires of people who live in our 

area? 
c. How is the city of Boroondara different to other parts of 

Melbourne? 
d. How is our Connect Group able to engage in mission in our 

context? 
3. Session 3 – In 1 Corinthians Paul wants Christians to use their spiritual 

gifts to build up the body of Christ.  Each person should use their skills 
and talents out of love for others rather than for their own benefit.  
So how can your Connect Group be a blessing to others through 
engaging in mission?  As a Connect group spend the session 
discussing the missional activity that you will engage in to build up 
the body of Christ.   

a. What activities could you engage in to inside the church to 
build up the church?   

b. What activities could you engage in outside the church to be 
an example of Christ to the world? 

c. What concrete ways could this Connect Group join together 
in mission in the next six months? 

4. Session 4 – As a Connect Group get into the detail discussion and 
planning of one missional activity.  Don’t leave the session until you 
have a concrete activity and the start of a concrete plan of how 
you will achieve your goal. 

5. In the coming weeks continue to plan our your missional activity or 
use the time of your Connect Group to engage in mission. 

 



 
 
Option 3 - Bible Study on 1 Corinthians 
Choose this option if you want a season with your Connect group to unpack 
the biblical text.  What does Paul’s letter to the church in Corinth say to us 
today? 
 
Spiritual Gifts in 1 Corinthians – Part 1 
Preacher – Brian Rosner (AM & PM) 
Reading – 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
Paul was writing to the church in Corinth to teach them about the Spiritual 
gifts.  Paul outlines that there are different types of Spiritual gifts yet all the gifts 
are given by the same Spirit to serve the needs of the Body of Christ. 

Questions for discussion 
1. What struck you about this passage? 
2. Why does Paul reinforce that there is one Spirit, one God? 
3. Paul lists the different manifestations of the one Spirit; spend some time 

unpacking what these look like.  What do these gifts add to the 
church? 

4. Paul states the Spirit gives as the Spirit determines.  What does this tell us 
about the gifts that we see in ourselves and in each other? 

5. How does this passage and theme apply to our context today? 
 
 
Spiritual Gifts in 1 Corinthians – Part 2 
Preacher – Mark McDonald (AM & PM) 
Reading – 1 Corinthians 12:12-30 
In this passage Paul uses the image of one body with many parts.  God brings 
order to the Body of Christ just as God brought unity to the human body.  If 
the human body works against itself, then it gets sick, but in a healthy body 
each part does what it is supposed to do for the benefit of the body. 
Pentecost Sunday 

Questions for discussion 
1. What struck you about this passage? 
2. Why does Paul use the image of a physical human body as a parallel 

for the Body of Christ? 
3. If Christ is the head of the Body, and the church is the body of Christ, 

what does this mean for a local church? 
4. What does Paul mean by parts that are less honourable or less 

presentable?  How and why are they given greater honour and 
modesty? 

5. Paul encourages the Corinthians to “eagerly desire the greater gifts”, 
what does this mean?  DO we eagerly desire spiritual gifts? 

6. How does this passage and theme apply to our context today? 
 
 
 
 
 



Spiritual Gifts in 1 Corinthians – Part 3  
Preacher - MMCD  
Reading - 1 Corinthians 13:1-13  
Paul takes a pause in his letter to make a statement the centrality of love.  We 
can work hard for Christ but if we do it without love then we are nothing.  
Rather than a passage for a married couple, this message of love is for the 
community, the body of Christ.  Paul wants the church to use their Spiritual 
gifts out of a love for the church. 

Questions for discussion 
1. What struck you about this passage? 
2. You may have heard this read out at a wedding but what implications 

does this reading have for a community of believers as apposed to a 
married couple? 

3. Paul suggests that we are to put away childish ways, what does this 
look like?   

4. Paul reduces the message down to faith, hope and love, but the 
greatest is love.  Why does Paul pick these three, and why is love the 
greatest? 

5. How does this passage and theme apply to our context today? 
 
 
Spiritual Gifts in 1 Corinthians – Part 4  
Preacher – SH 
Reading - 1 Corinthians 14:1-25  
In this passage Paul looks at the contrast between the gift of Prophecy and 
speaking in Tongues.  Paul is also addressing the inclusion of Believers and 
Unbelievers in the Church.  In the church in Corinth Paul thought that they 
were gifted at speaking in tongues to edify themselves but that they should 
develop the gift of prophesy to edify the church.  

Questions for discussion 
1. What struck you about this passage? 
2. What do we know about the use of speaking in tongues and prophesy 

in the Church at Corinth? 
3. Paul suggests that both speaking in tongues and prophesy is 

acceptable but Paul would prefer prophesy.  What is your experience 
of either gifts?  Have you been a witness to these gifts in church? 

4. Paul suggest that we should excel in gifts that build up the church, (v12) 
how can the spiritual gifts build up the church?   

5. Paul talks about believers and unbelievers (v22.), how do these two 
groups build the church?  What does each group expect from the 
church? 

6. How does this passage and theme apply to our context today? 
 
Spiritual Gifts in 1 Corinthians – Part 5  
Preacher – SH 
Reading - 1 Corinthians 14:26-40 
Paul outlines that the use Spiritual Gifts should build up the Body of Christ but 
they should also be orderly.  Whilst people might have a spiritual gift they may 
reframe from using it if it leads to chaos in the church gathering.  Paul reminds 



the church that God is not a God of disorder but of peace.   
Questions for discussion 
1. What struck you about this passage? 
2. What do we know about the role of women and men in city of Corinth?  

What do we know about the role of a husband or a wife in ancient 
society? 

3. Paul encourages people to have spiritual gifts, but to submit them to 
the good order of the church.  Why would Paul encourage order in the 
gathering?  Why would Christians not use their spiritual gifts? 

4. In the passage Paul forbids women to speak in church for the sake of 
order.  In our church today we don’t allow questions in the middle of 
sermons.  What ways of creating order in the church seem similar to the 
church in Corinth? How are we different in 2017? 

5. How does this passage and theme apply to our context today? 
 
 
Resurrection in Christ – Part 1  
Preacher – Mark Juers (AM only) 
Reading - - 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
In this chapter Paul shifts to outline an extended teaching on the Gospel and 
specifically on the resurrection. Many see this as the high point and climax of 
the letter as attention is paid to the crucial events of God's action in history. 
The story is so powerful that everything must orbit around it. 

1. What struck you about this passage? What questions do you have? 
2. What is your all time, favourite movie or novel? What is it about the story 

that impacts you so much? Why do stories have an effect on us, even if 
we are not directly involved in the events ourselves? 

3. Who did you receive the Gospel from? What are their names? Are 
these people still an active influence in your life? 

4. After spending a whole letter persuading the church to be unified, Paul 
suddenly shifts to talk about the resurrection. Why do you think he might 
have done this? 

5. Which is more important, Jesus dying on the cross or Jesus rising to new 
life? What is missing without one or the other? 

6. What does “grace not without effect” mean (verse 10)? What is the 
difference between effective grace and ineffective grace? 

7. How does this passage and theme apply to our context today? 
 
Resurrection in Christ – Part 2  
Preacher – Mark Juers (AM only) 
Reading - 1 Corinthians 15:12-34 
In this passage Paul makes some very strong statements about the 
implications of whether resurrection is a valid Christian hope. He speaks of 
Jesus' resurrection but also the general resurrection of all God's faithful 
people. He gives a negative case (verses 12-19) and then the positive case 
(verses 20-28) and then back to the negative case again (verses 29-34). 

1. What struck you about this passage? What questions do you have? 
2. Lawyers often have to think through the opposing arguments of a case. 

Why do they do this? What are some other vocations or situations 



where it is helpful to think through alternative arguments or theories? 
3. When Paul raises the possibility “if there is no resurrection” does this raise 

doubts for you? Is doubt a healthy or unhealthy thing for Christians? 
Can you doubt well? 

4. At the end of this heavy section it suddenly ends with the command to 
“come back to your senses and stop sinning”. Do you find this abrupt? 
How does this logically follow? How does knowing about the 
resurrection stop us from sinning? 

5. How does this passage and theme apply to our context today? 
 
Resurrection in Christ – Part 3  
Preacher – Mark Juers (AM only) 
Reading - 1 Corinthians 15:35-58 
This passage gets even more detailed than previously on the general 
resurrection of all God's faithful people. Paul makes this description using a 
range of analogies and contrasts that are worth exploring slowly and carefully 
if you have time. It all crescendos to the grand statement that we will see 
death swallowed up in victory… thanks be to God indeed! 
Questions for discussion 

1. What struck you about this passage? What questions do you have? 
2. What words are used in this passage to try and describe the 

resurrection body that we will be suddenly changed into “in the 
twinkling of an eye”? Try and describe this in your own words. Can you 
visualise or picture your resurrected body? When was the last time you 
thought about this? 

3. The resurrected body of Jesus still showed the scars in his hands and 
side but they are now wounds of glorious victory. Do you wonder what 
wounds of glorious victory might remain with you? What tears will be 
wiped away? 

4. A clear vision of resurrection hope frees us from the fear of death. 
Suddenly we can take risks we might not have otherwise. What fears 
could you let go of yourself and what risks might you take knowing 
restoration and eternal life are waiting for you? 

5. Do you find it odd that again this section of heavy teaching on 
resurrection suddenly ends with a direct command. How does this 
command logically follow from what has been previously explained? 

6. How does this theme and passage apply to our context today? 
 
The church as a blessing  
Preacher – Mark McDonald (AM only) 
Reading - 1 Corinthians 161-18 
Paul encourages the church in Corinth to set aside some money to be a 
blessing to his ministry and the growth of the church.  We too are to set aside 
a sum of money for the building up of the Body of Christ. In 2 Corinthians 8:1-
15 Paul is about to report back about the outcome of this offering.  Likewise 
we should celebrate how our resources are a blessing to other. 
 
 


